
MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT HEARING 
 

12/11/2019 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Board Members 

 
ATTENDED 

1. Bill Arendell 
2. J.R. DeSpain 
3. Kevin Smith 
4. Dave Hartman 

ABSENT 
 

  STAFF ATTENDANCE 
1. Sandra Phillips 
2. Cody Cooper 
3. Kristyn Saunders 

 

 

 
Meeting held at the Navajo County Board of Supervisors Chambers, Holbrook, 
Arizona at 10:00 AM to 10:25 AM. 
 
Chairman Arendell called the meeting of the Navajo County Board of 
Adjustment to order and explained the meeting procedures to the public.  He 
then led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ITEM #1 – CASE # 19-108 – VARIANCE, DISTRICT V: Discussion and possible 
action on a request by Richard Montag on his 0.24-acre, R1-10 zoned parcel to 
allow for the encroachment from the twenty (20) foot required rear yard setback, 
to a zero (0) foot rear yard setback, for installation of their single-family home on 
APN 411-67-007, a portion of Township 8 North, Range 23 East, Section 11 of 
the Gila and Salt River Meridian in the Pinetop area. 
 
Ms. Phillips presented the item to the Board, noting that the Board has heard this 
item previously, however there was not a true quorum. Staff is bringing the 
project back before the Board to ratify the previous ruling and ensure all legal 
requirements were met. The two lots were sold and treated as one lot, however 
they have two separate taxing districts, so they were unable to combine them.  
Staff is working with the Assessor’s Office and the Pinetop-Lakeside Sanitary 
District to try and rectify this problem for the future, as surrounding properties 
also have this same issue.  Ms. Phillips shared a visual to better illustrate the 
situation.  Staff received some concern against the application from neighbors 
that, Staff felt, misunderstood which lot line they were encroaching upon. 



Commissioner Hartman asked if they were ever able to be sold separately, and 
Ms. Phillips confirmed that no, they were never going to be able to sell the lots 
separately. 
 
Kristi Larsen approached to speak to the Board, she is the applicant’s wife and 
explained they just want the final legal details done and over with. 
 
Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the variance.  Commissioner 
DeSpain seconded the motion.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 to 0.  
 
ITEM #2 – CASE # 19-76 – VARIANCE, DISTRICT IV: Discussion and possible 
action on a request by Richard Sweet on his 0.22-acre, A-General Zoned parcel 
to allow for the encroachment from the twenty (20) foot required front yard 
setback, to a fifteen (15) foot front yard setback, for installation of a garage on 
APN 309-41-107, a portion of Township 9 North, Range 21 East, Section 1 of the 
Gila and Salt River Meridian in the Show Low area. 
 
Mr. Cooper introduced the item, noting that the project was located in Summer 
Pines, he showed them the lot and explained what the variance was to encroach 
upon the front yard setbacks by five feet, he explained lot dimensions and noted 
the lot was rather small considering that it was A-General zoning, but that all the 
lots in Summer Pines were similarly sized. Staff further discussed with the board 
the difficulty of the project, noting that even if the variance was granted, they 
would be unable to obtain a building permit because of the minimum requirement 
between buildings for fire safety.  Staff further explained that because it was a 
self-imposed hardship, Staff recommended denial.   
 
The Board asked why the applicant was not simply attaching a breezeway, staff 
explained that they would have to follow the roof line and it would be extremely 
difficult to match the garage along with the pitch of the roof.  
 
After some discussion with Mr. Sweet, Staff and Chairman Arendell both 
recommended going back and working with the Chief Building Official to come to 
a better solution, to which the applicant agreed and withdrew. 
 
ITEM #3 – CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF THE 2020 MEETING 
SCHEDULE. 
 
Commissioner Hartman made a motion to approve. Commissioner Smith 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 to 0. 
 
ITEM #4 – CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE 
BOARD HEARING OF 9/11/2019. 
 
Item tabled. 
 



ITEM #5 – BOARD MEMBER’S COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTIONS TO 
STAFF.  
 
With there being no further business to come before the Board of Adjustment, the 
meeting was adjourned at 10:25.  A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Chairman Arendell. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed with a vote of 3 to 0. 
 

 
Approved this_______________day of ____________________, 
_______________. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman, Navajo County  
Board of Adjustment 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
Secretary, Navajo County  
Board of Adjustment 


